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ground. It is the distant view which delights the spectator,
inasmuch as three rivers, the Gyne, the Attaran, and the
Salwin, are descried winding through the vast plain to unite
near Moulmein before flowing onwards to the sea; and one
of these, the Salwin, is a mighty stream. The plain covered
with rice crops is broken here and there abruptly by masses
of granite, and in the distance the horizon is bounded fby the
mountains of Siam. Opposite the traveller there is the town
of Martaban, and down low at his feet lie the station, the
villas, and the city of Moulmein. Pictorially and geographically
this view is one of the finest in the eastern empire.

After carefully examining the finances of the Tenasserim pro-
'vince with the assistance of the Commissioner, Colonel Eopkin-
son, we returned to Calcutta and submitted our report.

The substance of our recommendations was this: that the
three kindred provinces, namely Arracan under the Bengal
Government, Pegu and Tenasserim under separate administra-
tions of their own, should be formed into one jurisdiction to be
called the Chief Commissionership of British Burma. We pro-
posed that several local battalions be disbanded and a new
police organized, also that the Native portion of the military
forces be reduced. It was shewn that with the adoption of such
measures the revenues of these territories would more than
suffice to meet the expenses properly chargeable to them.
These recommendations were in the main approved by Lord
Canning, who shortly afterwards published Ms Eesolution con-
stituting the administration of British Burma as a separate Chief
Commissionership. British Burma has since that time been
blessed with a marvellous prosperity, increasing in cultivation
trade wealth and revenue, thus more than fulfilling any antici-
pations which we ventured to form.

I then awaited at Calcutta the arrival of my new master,
namely, the financier appointed to succeed Wilson.

The choice of the English Government fell upon Samuel
Laing, as Minister of Finance for India, who arrived at Calcutta
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